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WHEN YOU SPEAK to Ken Konkin, PGeo.Vice President of Project
Development, Tudor Gold Corp. [TUD-TSXV; TDRRF-OTC], he comes across as
a man doing what he was born to do — exploring for valuable mineral deposits.

Born and raised in Nelson, southern British Columbia, as a young boy, he
lived on Silver King Road which was the access road for the former Silver King
Mine. In an interview, Ken told Resource World, “I spent countless hours in my
youth going through the dump piles finding silver-rich massive galena,” he
remembered. “So basically, it was baptism by massive sulfides. I caught silver
fever because there was not too much gold at the Silver King Mine.”

Taking minerals seriously, Ken attended the University of British Columbia
and received a Bachelor of Science degree in geology in 1984. “The focus of
my degree was economic geology with an emphasis on precious and base metal
systems,” he said. “I'm currently a registered Geoscientist with the Association
of Engineers and Geoscientists of British Columbia.”

“I studied all types of deposits at UBC but, ironically, since I spent 19 years
with Silver Standard searching the world for sizable silver-dominant systems,
I felt it was fitting since I grew up near Silver King Mine and subsequently
studied silver-rich systems within the West Kootenays as a student,” he said.
“However, in my early years, as a young geologist, I spent most my time up in
the Golden Triangle prior to my tenure with Silver Standard.”
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Konkin was fortunate enough to dis-
cover several native gold showings as
well as silver, copper, lead, zinc show-
ings for various clients within the Golden
Triangle throughout the 1980s and 1990s.
Two of these discoveries were high-grade
gold-copper showings at Treaty Creek
that contained coarse-grained native gold.
“After that, my affliction was far beyond
gold-fever” Konkin said.

“When Silver Standard acquired
Snowfield and the Brucejack Lake prop-
erty, I was the original geologist that was
sent up to execute those drill programs,”
Konkin noted. “When Pretium Resources
Inc. [PVG-TSX, NYSE] was created, I was
appointed and the Project Manager from
Silver Standard [now SSR Mining]. It was
my transition from Silver Standard to
Pretium as Project Manager. So yes, I've
always had an attraction for anything that
has a shine, whether it's silver or gold, so
you can clearly call me a precious metals

"

guy-

Tudor Gold, the operator (60%),
American Creek Resources Ltd. [AMK-
TSXV; ACKRF-OTCQB], (20%), and
Teuton Resources Corp. [TUO-TSXV;
TEUTF-OTC; TFE-FSE|, (20%), are part-
ners at the advanced exploration Treaty
Creek gold-copper-silver project 10 km
east of the former Eskay Creek Mine in

northwest BC's Golden Triangle region.

Summarizing this past summer’s explora-
tion program at Treaty Creek, Konkin ran
through the highlights.

“The story begins prior to the 2019
exploration program,” explained Konkin.
“Immediately after coming on board with
Tudor Gold, I examined the existing drill
hole data they had from the Copper Belle
system. I was able to draw several conclu-
sions from that initial examination. The
results they had obtained from historical
drilling at the northeast part of the Copper
Belle system appeared to be related to a
different type of gold system than that at
Copper Belle. It had a completely distinct

§

www.metallisresource

METALLIS

TSX.V: MTS | OTCQB : MTLFF

s.com | 604.688.5077

CSE: ETR

KEN KONKIN

signature to that of Copper Belle.”

Konkin said that the mineralization in
the northeast appeared to have a much
more lithological control, besides the typi-
cal fracture controls as you would see at
Copper Belle specifically.

“This was a very important distinction
as it changed the entire interpretation,”
said Konkin. “This was telling me that we
potentially had a very large disseminated
gold target on our hands rather than a
smaller structurally-controlled system, as
previously thought.”

Konkin said that although Copper Belle
may be metallagenically related to the
Goldstorm Zone but the nature of gold
mineralization at Goldstorm suggested
that lithological aspects played a major role
as the dominant mineral control to the pri-
mary gold mineralization.

“So we decided to rename the new
system Goldstorm,” he remarked. “The
vectoring of the gold values from my con-
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KEN KONKIN

length intercepts from all the previous
drilling showed me that the metal pool was
getting stronger and deeper to the north-
eastern aspect of the mineralized envelope.”

He noted that it was obvious the system
was also open to the southeast and at depth
as well. “This was the new interpretation,”
said Konkin. “I had initially proposed over
20 drill holes for 2019, of which we were
only able to complete 14 holes with the
two drills — the reason being was that the
system was much thicker, much broader
and much larger than we anticipated.
Subsequently, most of the drill holes ran
much longer than I had planned. So, in
addition to drilling along the northeast
axis, we also turned the rigs 180 degrees
from the original azimuth from the his-
torical drilling and drilled in the opposite
direction towards the southeast.”

Konkin said that the 2019 exploration
year was one of the most successful drill
programs he has ever been part of. “We
hit the target on every drill hole and had
very long drill intervals with consistent
gold grades accompanied with appreciable
silver and zones with copper mineraliza-
tion. The gold results were much better
and over a much larger area than we had
hoped for.”

He went on to explain, “We initially
planned for a single 150-metre step-out
hole to the northeast which was GS19-
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42. That was an excellent drill hole and
averaged 0.849 g/t gold equivalent over
780 metres. Based on those results, we
immediately planned a second step-out
hole which was yet again another 150
metre step-out to the northeast. Again we
hit, but this time it was by far our deep-
est and longest intercept of the project to
date. That was hole GS19-47 that averaged
0.697 g/t gold equivalent over an impres-
sive 1,081.5 metres.” That is approximately
twice the height of Toronto’s CN Tower.

Konkin said they actually pushed the
drill rig to its limits on that hole. “The
head bolts snapped off three times and
we were forced to shut that hole down at
1,199 metres. We were in the strongest
stockwork we'd seen on the project with
very good gold grades. The lower stock-
work zone has a gold equivalent grade
of approximately a gram per tonne over
243 metres. So we really don't know how
deep the gold system is. It remains open at
depth and in all directions.”

Currently, drilling has outlined a target
to be 850 metres in length and approxi-
mately 600 metres wide and remains open
at depth, as noted above. “Our current
conceptual geological model, or the target,
is a billion-tonne system, possibly on par
with the size of Snowfield, but with much
stronger and copper and gold grades, of
course,” Konkin said.

* High-grade gol .
ultra-high-grade silver

Field work is over until spring. Konkin
said drilling will begin again in 2020; how-
ever, many things are left to do before the
start of the 2020 campaign. “We need to
continue to study the grade controls and
specifically the various rock types to bet-
ter understand the various pulses of gold,
silver and copper mineralization. “We're
focusing much of our attention on the
upper ‘300 Horizon'. This is basically a
300-metre thick layer of fragmental inter-
mediate volcanics averaging approximately
one gram per tonne gold.”

Konkin that only
recently that bedrock has been exposed by
the rapid ablation of icefields and glaciers
and outcrops in the southeast portion of
the Goldstorm mineralized body. “So we're
also looking at various aspects of projects
in order to streamline our logistics and
make the program run longer and more
efficiently,” he said.

With regards to the Golden Triangle
in general, Konkin said that the main
challenges facing explorers are logistics
including the limited field season as well
as access issues. “We can continue to drill
in freezing temperatures if suitable water
sources for drilling are nearby,” Konkin
said. “However, if the program is specifi-
cally a helicopter supported drill program
where drillers rely on air support for daily
crew changes then the shortening of the
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KEN KONKIN

days to less than 12 hours of daylight makes
it impossible for running two 12-hour drill
shifts. So, the exploration program becomes
highly inefficient and costly.”

“We plan to move our drill camp to the
toe of the Treaty Creek Glacier, and have
access to the drill areas with track-mounted
quads and ATVs as well as utilizing self-
propelled track-mounted rigs and rod
carriers” said Konkin. “Helicopters will still
be required but we'll not be dependent on
them for crew changes specifically. The idea
is to reduce the helicopter dependency for
drill support and improve ground access
from camp to drill sites to greatly extend
our drill season and cut costs.”

“Clearly, getting better access would be
a major game changer for both major and
small companies. The Volcano Creek Road
was the ultimate game changer for the
Eskay Creek Mine that changed logistics
greatly and aided in lowering the cost of
extracting ore — unlike other projects up in
the Triangle,” said Konkin.

Konkin said that with this road now
in place, cost sharing of maintenance
and road improvements will give smaller
companies a big advantage and enable
them to put more exploration dollars in
the ground rather than logistics support.
“Companies can cut down on helicopter
costs by getting much closer to the drill
targets by utilizing this road and sharing
the maintenance costs — much more cost
effective,” he said. “We plan to use this
road to stage to our Eskay North property
for transportation of supplies to Treaty
Creek. Furthermore, we have advanced
infrastructure in the area such as power
lines — also a game changer — and having
two sea ports nearby including the Port of
Stewart for shipping concentrate, as well
as the container shipping port at Prince
Rupert...all these aid logistical aspects
enormously.”

“These are all critical components that
facilitate the building of mines for the entire
Golden Triangle. Another aspect I rarely
hear mentioned is the Bob Quinn airstrip
located 30 km north of our property bound-
ary. In the past this airstrip had scheduled
daily commercial flights from Terrace and
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Smithers during the boom years. You could
fly up for a property tour and be back in
Vancouver the same day. So, it's not that
remote or isolated as people think.”

“We simply need to get the flow of
positive drill results coming for the 2020
exploration program and find the limits to
the Goldstorm system. Once we have that
we can begin our resource estimates,” said
Konkin.

Konkin believes the Golden Triangle has
potential to host a variety of different types
of major mineral deposits. “The Golden
Triangle is best characterized by a series
of Jurassic-age intrusive-related hydro-
thermal precious and base metal deposits.
These are sandwiched between two VMS
(volcanogenic massive sulphide) events,”
said Konkin. “The older event is the upper
Triassic Granduc copper-rich VMS deposit.
The other event, clearly, is the upper
Jurassic Eskay Creek gold-silver VMS.

Broadly, the intrusive-related deposits

include Snowfield, KSM, Galore Creek, Red
Chris, Silback-Premier, Valley the of Kings,
Scottie Gold, Snip and various other vein
deposits throughout the Golden Triangle.”
Konkin adds “We too have signs of a VMS
target on the Triassic-Jurassic contact at
Treaty Creek, but this target has taken a
back-seat in priority due to the success of
our 2019 drill results at Goldstorm.”

When I mentioned intrusive-related
deposits and occurrences, these include
porphyry-type models with their periph-
eral vein and stockwork systems. The
Goldstorm system fits that model as well as
the KSM and Snowfield deposits. Clearly,
the Triangle holds potential for discovery
of very large bulk-tonnage open-pit targets
as well as high-grade underground targets.

Konkin said that one of the most signifi-
cant aspects with the Goldstorm system is
that the hanging wall contact is a thrust
fault that appears to either be an extension
of the Sulphurets Thrust Fault or a splay

from that thrust fault — which is probably
the same thrust fault that forms the hang-
ing wall contact for the Iron Cap deposit
at Seabridge located just six kilometres
southwest of Goldstorm.

The Snowfield deposit also has thrust
fault aspects that act as controlling
parameters to its mineralization. “There
are several components that are com-
mon between the deposits within the
Sulphurets Camp,” said Konkin.

“The important aspect that may lead to
the potential discovery of other “blind”
or hidden deposits within Treaty Creek
and throughout the Golden Triangle is
for the technical teams to really under-
the
controls to the precious and base-metal
systems. Companies then need to position
themselves on the pathways of these min-

stand structural and geological

eralized trends such as Pretium Resources,
Seabridge Gold and Tudor Gold Corp have
done. Sounds easy, doesn't it?” W
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